[image: Shape

Description automatically generated with low confidence] 
 
Minutes of the 2023 Annual General Meeting
11 July 2023 - 7 pm at the Grove Neighbourhood Centre, Bradmore Park Road
Attendees – 41
Guests: - 6
Richard Farthing, Sharon Isaac-Upton, Cllr Helen Rowbottom, Andy Slaughter MP, Victoria Timberlake, Moira Warr-King
Members - 28
Jennifer Abbott, Lorraine Ainscow-Searle, Anna Callaghan, Angela Cholmondeley-Clarke, Edward Cholmondeley-Clarke, Clive Coen, Anthony Cory-Wright, Ian Cranna, Julia Davidson, Clive Davis, Paul Fox, Thor Gudmundsson, Peter Hallett, James Henton, Amelia Howard, Fiona Mansfield, Henry Martins, Ian McCarroll, Dede Millar, Rosemary Mortimer, Kulpreet Sangha. Judi Shaw, John Stenton, Martin Thirlaway, Caroline Trier, Anne Wright, Michael Wright, Sonia Wright-Morris, 
Committee - 7 
Malcolm, John A, Alyce, Doris, Brendan, Nicki, Neil
Apologies: Cllr Stephen Cowan Leader of the Hammersmith & Fulham Council, Mayoress Patricia Quigley, Catherine and Eric Stables, BRA committee members: Derek Hodd, John Horton, Dee Purdy, Sumi Sastri, Richard Winterton
1. Chairman’s Welcome and Report
Malcolm introduced the committee members present and new member Neil McCarroll.
Finances and Membership are strong with a £6,500 balance and 543 members, up 17. Events have been very well attended and generally broken even.

Reports on committee activity:
Crime
Nicky Goodfellow has been working on the ward Panel reintroductions with the cooperation of the police and we will keep members informed on their progress.

Village 
The Brackenbury Village sign at the parklet on Aldensley Road is due to be reinstalled next week.

A defibrillator has been installed at the GNC and members will be notified in the next Newsletter. Thank you to Derek Hodd for organising that.

Brendan continues working with Andy Slaughter, MP, and Thames Water on the flooding issues from 2021 with some progress but more work is still to be done.

Better Brackenbury was set up to try to resolve traffic and parking issues raised by BRA members 5 years ago. The result was the CLEAN proposals set up with the cooperation of the council. Since those proposals were rejected, the committee views their actions as completed on the matter of traffic and parking.

Planning 
BRA are in consultation with M&S ahead of their formal planning application. The Wellesley Ave application has been resubmitted, still opposed, but likely to be approved on appeal.

The committee are engaged with the Council regarding the Community School Programme, particularly at Flora Gardens, on how best to use school land and oppose the current plans.

Communications
The monthly Bitesize continues to promote and support local businesses. The BRA Newsletters are now published on a regular quarterly basis. Newsflashes are sent for time-bound information.

Web site 
This has been static for a while, but a long-term review is planned for the autumn. Meanwhile, it is being regularly updated to include the latest Newsletter, planning reports, events, and news on flooding.
Anybody with news or photos for the village, please send them to: media@brackenburyresidents.co.uk   

Committee News
Since she has resigned and moved away, the committee formally thanked Sharon Isaac-Upton for her contribution to BRA while a committee member with a commemorative signed photo and large plant. 
The committee have welcomed two new members, Sumi Sastri, who has agreed to help update the website and Neil McCarroll for closer engagement with local businesses.

2. Minutes of 2022-2023 AGM  
There were no queries or matters arising. Approval of the minutes was proposed and seconded by members present and duly signed by the Chairman. 
 
3. Treasurers Report and 2022-2023 Accounts
Approval of the report and accounts was proposed, seconded and the motion was duly passed by the members present.
 
4. Appointment of Independent Examiner of the Accounts  
A motion for the Committee to appoint a suitably qualified person as Independent Examiner was proposed and seconded, approved by members present and duly passed
 
5. Election of Treasurer for the financial year 2022-23 
Malcolm Carpenter proposed, and Rosemary Mortimer seconded the re-election of Derek Hodd to serve for a further year and the motion was passed. 

6. Election of Committee Members for 2022-23 
The chairman advised the meeting that the committee had offered to continue to serve for the current year and stand for re-election: Malcolm Carpenter (Chairman), Richard Winterton (Vice Chairman), Alyce Chadwell (Secretary), John Ashworth (Events Coordinator), Doris Clayton (Membership Secretary), Brendan Smith (Streetscene), John Horton, Nicola Goodfellow (Crime), Dee Purdy (Web design), Sumi Sastri (Web updates), Neil McCarroll.

All were approved and elected by the members present.  

 7. Q&A
	Paul Fox asked why the Neighbourhood Watch (NW) scheme has disintegrated. Nicki advised the new ward panels have an ongoing dialogue on how to resurrect this and added the public is welcome to the ward panel meetings. John Ashworth confirmed NW is not supported by the council. Lorraine Ainscow-Searle suggested former NW coordinators interested in the ward panels should email Nicki at: crime@brackenburyresidents.co.uk

Malcolm suggested the LET teams should engage more with residents and the council to make it easier for them to fulfil their role. Brendan confirmed the council set up the LET team to concentrate on our area and Lorraine mentioned LET can only be contacted by email, not by phone, which is not acceptable in an emergency. Some members present complained that they didn’t know who the LET team are.

John Stenton expressed concern about children’s safety in our parks.

Nicki will follow up on better contact details for the LET team, who they are and will advise. 

James Henton asked for an explanation of the relationship between BRA and Better Brackenbury. Malcolm explained the history of traffic complaints from members 5 years ago and concerns about other points such as parking, trees, and green spaces. The committee contacted Cllr Steve Cowan about these issues, who suggested organising a volunteer group of members from residents’ associations (BRA and Hammersmith Grove Residents Association (HGRA), etc) to develop proposals to resolve these issues. BRA supported that group named Better Brackenbury while waiting for the analysis of the public consultations. All of the proposals were recently rejected before the analysis was made and Better Brackenbury was dissolved. Noted that the HGRA will continue with the rejected traffic proposals. 

However, the BRA committee thought there were good ideas included in the dropped proposals including greening, drainage, etc which they will look at again in due course and ask members about taking these forward.

Brendan reported that the council intend to review school traffic issues and work on possible solutions.

The committee will keep members informed as/when these matters are developed.

[bookmark: _Hlk109503581]8. AOB.  
	Amelia Howard reported the outstanding and prompt response by the police, fire brigade and emergency services to the horrific car crash on Aldensley Road last week and asked if BRA would send them each a friendly thank you note which the committee agreed to do.

Anna Callaghan reported continuous rubbish dumping including garden and kitchen waste on Studland Street and Uber drivers dropping their fast-food waste onto the streets. Brendan confirmed a similar problem on Overstone Road as well as around the Romanian Embassy. He suggested contacting the council services of Cleaner Greener at 020 8753 1100 or cleaner.greener@lbhf.gov.uk

John Stenton felt there are not enough public rubbish bins on residential roads. Brendan pointed out that these tend to attract an overflow of more rubbish, that fines are not enforced and suggested possible trash wardens be appointed by the council.

Malcolm suggested members report any hotspots to Nicki. 

Fiona Mansfield asked about tree wardens and Malcolm advised her to send an email to BRA at: streetscene@brackenburyresidents.co.uk  He also requested members and the public to water trees in their vicinity during the dry season.

Paul Fox mentioned the two new pavement gardens on the south side at 180 Dalling Road which are boxed in to protect them from dogs and painted green. The boxes are a spin-off of The Green Project Shepherds Bush which won the Hammersmith Society’s Jane Mercer Award in 2022 for their contribution to the community. 
Residents wishing to have similar boxes in their street should contact Maria at greenprojectsb@gmail.com 

Another member asked about the planning application for a boutique hotel on Glenthorne Road and Malcolm confirmed that BRA has made an objection to that. Also, that BRA is notified about most planning applications, but would members please let the committee know if they have any particular concerns at: news@brackenburyresidents.co.uk 

Malcolm welcomed our ward Cllr Helen Rowbottom, who invited members and the public to attend her surgery on the second Wednesday of every month (except August), from 5.30 pm to 6.30 pm at the Grove Neighbourhood Centre. 

Paul Fox thanked the BRA committee for the voluntary work they do on behalf of the Village.

9. The Chairman closed the meeting and invited everyone to a complimentary drink and neighbourly socialising.

10. Drinks and open discussion


Signed _______________________________________________________


Date      ______________________________________________________
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