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6 June 2014 
 
Development Management 
Planning Division 
Transport & Technical Services Department 
London Borough of Hammersmith & Fulham 
 
For the attention of Alison Coster 
 
 
 
Dear Ms Coster 
 
Proposed redevelopment at Esmond Garage site at 2 Iffley Road W6 
LBHF ref 2014/01769/FUL. 
 
 
We refer to the application for planning permission for the redevelopment of the Esmond 
Garage site at 2 Iffley Road ref 2014/01769/FUL. 
 
The site is well known to members of the Brackenbury Residents Association, with the 
Iffley Road and Southerton Road frontages located on the pedestrian route linking 
Brackenbury to the city centre. 
 
We have carefully reviewed the proposed development and note the following: 
 
Use: An appropriate mix of use types enriches residential streets and provides a source 
of employment. The proposed replacement of the garage use by residential is 
unwelcome; consideration should be given to maintaining an element of commercial use, 
or possibly contributing to supporting commercial use elsewhere in Brackenbury. 
 
Design: we are concerned at the  ‘mews houses’ proposed between the ends of gardens 
to houses on Southerton Road and Iffley Road. Residential development at the end of 
rear gardens is poor planning; it introduces a residential presence and source of noise in 
the wrong place. Terrace house planning provides an effective gradation of privacy and 
protection, starting from the external street, through the front gate and patio, through the 
front door, into the private interior.  
The garden provides a private recreation space accessible from the private interior, with 
subtle separation of hedges and fences maintaining privacy between gardens. Locating 
residential accommodation close up to the rear garden breaks this pattern, introducing a 
public space and front door access with associated noise of greetings and door closing,  
compromising the sense of privacy and quiet of the existing rear gardens, and thus 
degrading the standard of accommodation of the existing street. 
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The mews houses provide substandard accommodation within: the  bedroom 
accommodation is located in the basement, in contravention of Environment Agency 
guidelines, and is poorly served by windows little better than Victorian basement-lights. 
A significant part of the living room accommodation has a ceiling height below 2 metres. 
 
Consent should not be allowed for this application, and the proposals should be 
redesigned to address the serious concerns we raise in this letter. 
 
Yours sincerely 
Richard Winterton 
Architect 
Brackenbury Residents Association 
 
 


