
 
 

Summer at W6 means colouful bursts 
of bedding, barbeques and enjoying 
the fruits of our labour in the garden. If 
you have not had the chance to do 
much in the garden this year, there is 
still plenty of inspiration and quick-
fixes to be found in our centres. Pots, 
baskets and patios in need of sprucing 
up? Pop in and we can help you 
combine the perfect bedding plants 
for your displays. Gaps in your borders? 
Our mature perennials are the perfect 
fillers. Even balconies and windowsills 
need not be overlooked with our 
selection of indoor and outdoor pots.  

 

This newsletter brings you our round-

up of gardening advice for this time 
of year, special seasonal offers and the 
latest in interior trends courtesy of our 
expert and award-winning team. For 
further inspiration and news, take a 
look at our website and facebook page.  

Beryl 

In the plant area 

 

Mad but marvellous May is a busy but 
exciting time. The selection of plants 
available reaches a peak and the 
garden centre is overflowing with 
flower, scent and general 
abundance! 

 

 
Shocking pink geraniums 

 

May weather is usually more gentle and 
so it is the ideal time to get planting up 
your window boxes and hanging 
baskets. Have fun selecting your 
colour scheme from the vibrant 
shocking pink geraniums to the cool 
white variety called glacis. You can 
keep it simple or go wild - there really 
are no rules and always feel free to ask 
us if you need any help with your 
selection.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

With outdoor living and BBQ starting to 
come onto the Summer agenda, fresh  

herbs are a must and so easy to grow. 
Always pot them up into a larger 
container and use a good compost like 
our multi purpose John Innes mix. To 
keep your herbs growing well use a 
high nitrogen feed like the Maxicrop 
organic seaweed feed or Miracle Gro 
feed every two weeks in the growing 
time. Both of these are also suitable for 
your window boxes. Basil plants are 
now in but with our uncertain English 
weather it is one herb you might find 
does better grown inside on a sunny 
windowsill. A final tip if you are new to 
growing mint – it doesn’t mind some 
shade but it is worth keeping in a 
separate pot as otherwise it can be 
somewhat rampant. 

 

 
Fresh basil 

 

Flowers galore fill the Garden Centre at 
this time of year with lots of wonderful 
lavenders and fabulous herbaceous 
perennials overflowing from our 
displays. May is also Chelsea Flower 
Show and time to find out the trend 
colours and must-have plants of 2014. 
Come and see our Chelsea inspired 
displays and take a bit of the Chelsea 
magic home with you! 

Louise 
 

 
Herbaceous perennials display 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

In the shop  

 

Interesting and unusual 
houseplants 

With the recent upsurge in interest for  

growing plants indoors, we have 
increased our already wide selection. 
Our stock changes weekly, so be sure 
to pop in regularly to have access to 
London’s freshest choice! Here are a 
few of our most popular varieties: 

 

Succulents 

Succulents are booming in popularity 
for two simple reasons: they are 
beautifully stylish and easy to care 
for.  

 

A succulent is any plant with thick, 
fleshy water storage organs (leaves, 
stems or roots). These plants have 
adapted to survive arid conditions 
throughout the world, from Africa to 
the deserts of North America. This 
adaptive mechanism has resulted in an 
incredible variety of interesting leaf 
forms and plant shapes.  

 

 
Thriving succulents 

 

Here are our tips for thriving 
succulents: 

 Succulents prefer bright light 
and many kinds of succulents will 
thrive outdoors in the summer. 

 Water generously in the warmer 
months. During the winter, when 
the plants go dormant, cut watering 
back to every couple of weeks. A 
succulent should never be allowed 
to sit in water.  

 Plant in a fast-draining compost 
mixture that is specially designed 
for cacti and succulents.  

 
We stock a wonderful selection of 
succulents - perfect for creating a 
unique display. Many come in tiny pots 
which allows you to plant a good 
mixture of textures, shapes and colours 
in one container. Choose plants with 
varying leaf patterns and heights and 
assemble in anything that will hold 
them – our tin drawer planters or zinc 
watering cans would be perfect.  
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Creating a succulent display is an 
ideal weekend project for adults or 
children and can be as simple or 
complicated as you wish.  

 

Cannibal plants  

South American Sarracenias grow 
naturally in swampy peat bogs where 
nutrients are naturally deficient. These 
plants have developed a mechanism 
for catching their own food. Insects are 
tempted to the pitcher-shaped leaf by 
means of sweet nectar and colourful 
veiny leaves. As they move inside the 
pitcher where the nectar is more 
abundant they lose their footing and 
fall inside, where the leaves’ hairs 
prevent the insect from escaping. Once 
inside, they are slowly digested by 
fluids that the plants produce. These 
plants are not only amazing to look 
at, but they also act as a natural fly 
and wasp catcher.  

 

 
Pitcher plant 

 

Growing these plants is easy if you 
follow a few rules:  

1. Between Spring and Autumn sit 
plants in a couple of cms of rain 

or distilled water and never allow 
the plant to dry out. In Winter 
keep the compost moist.  

2. Place the plant in a bright position 
with some sunshine.  

3. Never give the plants any kind of 
fertiliser.  

 

They will happily live outside in the 
Summer, but make sure you plant 
them in a stylish pot for maximum 
impact.   

 

Ferns 

The ever-popular fern is the perfect 
houseplant – they are easy to care 
for, purify the air and act as a 
natural humidifier. Our favourite is 
the Platycerium, or Staghorn fern, with 
its antler-shaped leaves.    

 

Ferns love moisture, so keep the 
plant soil damp and don’t let the root 
ball dry out. They will stay happy and 
healthy if you spray them regularly with 
a water spray. Place your ferns in a 
light position, but not in direct 
sunlight and they should last you years. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Fabulous ferns 

Copper pots  

Copper is still a big interiors trend for 
Spring/Summer 2014. It brings a 
hint of warmth and burnished light to 
natural and wooden tones around the 
home, and just one accent piece can 
update your décor in an instant. Our 
copper coloured, mosaic patterned 
pots of varying heights and sizes are 
perfect for bringing this trend home. 
Team with a dark-leaved houseplant 
like Bergonia Rex, Alocasia or 
Anthuirum for a touch of glamour.  

 

Outdoor pots  

Summer is for spending outdoors, and 
our extensive selection of outdoor 
pots ranging from the contemporary 
to the traditional are ideal for 
instantly updating a patio or balcony. 
We stock glazed, frost resistant, 
plastic or terracotta pots in a vast 
range of colours, from vivid reds and 
oranges to the more urban tones of 
black and grey. Whatever you are 
looking for, be it a statement piece for 
summer entertaining or something to 
create privacy, our expert staff can 
advise you on the perfect plant for your 
pot.  

Paul 

 

 
Red glazed garden pots  

 

Finding inspiration 

We are a nation of gardeners. 
Gardening is an ever-popular pastime 
in the UK, with surveys commonly 
suggesting that 50% of people 
name it as their number one 
hobby. Look through any TV listings 
magazine and its popularity is well 
reflected, especially at this time of 
year. The BBC are this year again 
increasing their coverage of RHS 
Chelsea, as well as starting a new 
“bake-off” style show for the allotment.  

 

 

 

 

Yet, I often watch programmes such as 
Gardeners World and am left feeling 
somewhat flat. They seem designed for 
those with large gardens in rural areas 
and lots of spare time. I don’t feel they 
do anything to inspire the incredible 
world of plants to younger, more time-
strapped, urban dwellers with less 
space. 

 

The Horticultural Trades Association 
campaign, It Starts with a Pot, is 
more up our street. The aim of the 
campaign is to demonstrate gardening 
as fun and uncomplicated – just simply 
planting up a pot for display either 
indoors or out can make a huge 
difference to how we feel about the 
space around us, no matter how 
limited it might be.  

 

Find inspiration for your own project by 
visiting 
www.pinterest.com/startswithapot 

and, once you’ve found it, do come in 
and ask us for any advice you might 
need to make those ideas to come to 
life. 

Joel 
 

Useful information 
 

Opening times 

Mon - Fri 8.30am to 5.00pm  

Sat – Sun 9.30am to 6.00pm 

 

Address 

Ravenscourt Avenue 

London W6 0SL 

 

Parking 

Customer parking in our loading bays 
under the arch right outside 

 

Telephone number 

020 8563 7112 
 

Email 

info@w6gc.co.uk  

Email us with questions and 
suggestions 

 

Website 

W6gardencentre.co.uk 
 

Social media 

Like us on facebook 

Twitter @W6gardencentre 

 

 

 

 

http://www.pinterest.com/startswithapot

