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BRACKENBURY RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION 

 

Minutes of the 2013 Annual General Meeting 

15 July 2013 at the Grove Neighbourhood Centre 

 

Attendees – Committee:  Stuart Blake (Chairman), Richard Winterton (Vice-Chairman), Alice 

McMillan (Treasurer), Julia Davidson (Secretary), David Broad, Pamela Rosier, Peter Rosier, 

Judi Shaw, Christina Smyth, Diana Ward.   

 

Members/Associate Members:  Rachel Barbour, Anna Benson Gyles, Stephen Biddulph, Clive 

Coen, Albertina Cogram, Neville Collins, Ian Cranna, Paul Fox, Annick Hardwick, Tony 

Hardwick, Claire Harris, Andy Hartland, Jane Hartland, Fiona Holmes, Melina Maggott, 

Henrietta Malet, Fiona Mansfield, Diana Mather, Juliet Melford, Rona Passmore, Rosemary 

Pettit, Toni Raybould, Susan Richards, Antonia Salisbury,  Nicolette Scapens, Martin Thirlaway, 

Caroline Trier, Anne Whatmore, John Whatmore, John Whigham, Vanessa Whigham, Elisabeth 

Winterton, Anne Wright, Elizabeth Wright, Michael Wright, Sonia Wright-Morris. 

 

Guests:  Cllr Charlie Dewhirst (Ravenscourt Park Ward), PC Ky Bukhari (Ward Officer 

Broadway Team), PCSO Steve Hurl, Tom Gavaghan (The Andover Arms), Martin Harrison-

Putnam (Senior Curator London Transport Museum (Guest Speaker)).  

 

Apologies:  Cllr Michael Cartwright, Cllr P J Murphy, Cllr Harry Phibbs, Fiona Anderson, 

Sergeant Dennis Symeou,  Joanna Thomas (BRA Events), Sergeant Colin Trowles, Angie White 

(BRA Content and Communications). 

 

1. Welcome 
Stuart Blake welcomed everyone to the meeting, particularly Martin Harrison-Putnam, Senior 

Curator of the London Transport Museum who had kindly agreed to be our guest speaker.  

 

2. Minutes of 2012 AGM 

The Minutes were approved. 

 

3. Chairman’s Report 

Stuart Blake said the Brackenbury Residents Association was now in its 14
th

 year with a growing 

membership, healthy finances and its commitment to our community just as strong as ever. 

 

Developers continued to bear down on us in the shape of large developments which put pressure 

on the local environment and infrastructure.  The Council tagline of ‘putting residents first’ had a 

hollow ring about it as developers called the shots around the town centre, Goldhawk Road and 

Paddenswick Road.  ‘Putting developers first’ seemed more appropriate as these developments 

were not bringing a diversity of facilities that residents would welcome. 

 

On this issue, he thanked Richard Winterton, who apart from his own work, was kept busy 

representing BRA’s views on the increasing number of large and small developments affecting 

our community. 

 

Nevertheless, we welcomed the Council’s efforts to improve their engagement with residents 

over the planning process, and congratulated them for this.  They were providing more, clearer 

information on their website, running planning forums for specific developments and, most 
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recently, starting up a planning newsletter.  Unfortunately, their first Residents’ Group meeting 

had had to be postponed as it clashed with a special preview exhibition of final proposals for the 

Town Hall site.  We awaited a new date eagerly. 

 

He encouraged people to attend a meeting that week in the Town Hall to discuss traffic strategy 

and flow around the southern end of Hammersmith Grove, Overstone, Glenthorne, Beadon and 

Iffley Roads as new building developments around the southern end of these came on stream.  

Our concern was the possibility of increased traffic flow as motorists sought out rat runs as they 

would no longer have exit onto the Broadway on leaving Kings Mall Car Park.   

 

As promised last year, BRA had retrieved some of our inquiries and initiatives from the long 

grass where the Council had a tendency to park them. 

 

Our request in 2011 for an extension of the existing boundary to the Bradmore Conservation area 

to include Overstone, Southerton, Kilmarsh and the southern end of Iffley Road, now seemed 

more than a possibility, as a Character Profile was underway and we should hear the results 

fairly shortly. 

 

We were still, officially, a graffiti-free zone which was almost entirely due to Toni Raybould and 

her team’s very prompt removal of tags.  But, they could only do this if we notified her of them.  

 

We had increased our engagement with the community with the introduction of our twice 

monthly email newsletter, produced and brilliantly edited by Angie White. This had been very 

well received by our members.  

 

Our Christmas Carol event had been very successfully amalgamated with the Andover Arms 

street party and he thanked the Andover, all the party organisers, the BRA committee, and 

neighbours for their hard work, plus our local police and special constables for their attendance 

on such a freezing day.  Christina Smyth would report on our aim to hold more social functions 

in the future. 

 

We continued our involvement with Neighbourhood Watch and  Pam and Peter Rosier were 

keeping a sharp eye on the new local and community policing changes and in particular how 

they affected our two Safer Neighbourhood Teams.  

 

Our new streetscape officer, David Broad, had brought his diplomatic skills to dealing with the 

Council over a wide variety of issues and had organised a very successful opening of the Dalling 

Road Open Space the previous Friday evening. 

 

Our tree programme continued but we would be losing Diana Ward who had led the way on this 

for the last year and he thanked her for her time and expertise on all things arboreal.  The 

Committee would be grateful to know of anyone who might step into her gardening shoes.   

 

In thanking the Committee for all their efforts over the year, he gave special mention to our 

‘back office’ team of Julia Davidson, our secretary, Alice McMillan, our treasurer, and Judi 

Shaw, our membership secretary, who very much kept our show on the road. 

 

Lastly, he thanked all those involved with BRA for their continued willingness to volunteer their 

time and contribute to the success of our Association. 
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4. Planning Report 

Richard Winterton reported as follows: 

 

With regard to issues of detail in the Brackenbury area, BRA had been working with TfL on the 

reinstatement of the open space in front of Flora Gardens School, after its temporary use for the 

replacement of the railway bridge.  BRA also continued to press for the inclusion of  Overstone 

Road and Southerton Road in the Bradmore Conservation Area.  

 

With regard to the general development picture, major schemes which had been the subject of 

comment and discussion with LBHF planning were now beginning to move forward to 

construction stage, and the borough was witnessing a large number of major developments close 

to the centre.  These included: 

  

Glenthorne Road car park and the adjacent office building:  BRA’s  comments included major 

concerns at the scale and height of the development, the relentless façade to Glenthorne Road 

without a glimpse of the inner courtyard, and the reliance on Ravenscourt Park for amenity 

space. 

 

10 Hammersmith Grove: The opening of Phase 1 was scheduled for the following month.  There 

had been concern at the planning stage at a bland design and no qualitative contribution to the 

community. 

 

Hammersmith Town Hall: The planned major redevelopment of the Town Hall extension and 

cinema site had been greatly improved following public opposition to the earlier scheme. The 

new application was due to be lodged the following month. 

 

248 Hammersmith Grove (east corner of Goldhawk Road) Notting Hill Housing Association: 

Work was finally starting on site after gaining consent in 2009 for a scheme which had been 

amended during BRA discussions but the upper storeys still projected beyond the general street 

building line. 

  

282-292 Goldhawk Road: After major opposition, the 2009 scheme for a housing development 

on this important site had been followed by a greatly improved design for which consent had 

been granted earlier in the year after exemplary and unusual consultation with the developer First 

Base. 

 

258-264 Goldhawk Road (former Allied Carpets site): A planning application was due to be 

submitted shortly following a number of consultations with the Linden Homes team.  A much 

improved design but it nevertheless failed to respond to the geometry and spatial dynamic of the 

roundabout and corner of Askew Road. 

 

Other significant developments included:  Linden Homes proposals for the corner of Beavor 

Lane and King Street, development proposals for the Riverside Studios and adjacent Queens 

Wharf building, and the development of the west corner of Hammersmith Grove and Goldhawk 

Road.  

 

Further afield, major development schemes were moving forward for the Earls Court exhibition 

hall and adjacent sites, and for the extensive railway lands at Old Oak Common.  
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LBHF showed significant improvement in involving the community in consultation on the 

planning process, but this rarely achieved significant moderation of the development proposals – 

it had taken the Mayor’s office to call a halt to the earlier scheme for the Town Hall. 

 

Questions, etc.  

Paul Fox remarked that the Council, which should be directing the planning and development 

process, did not have any vision or sense of how it should do this.  They had no real sense of 

purpose and, as our representatives, did not seem to represent us.  Years had been wasted over 

the planning process for the Town Hall development. 

 

Richard agreed that the Council had no vision.  They were very short of resources and the 

creative side of planning was neglected.  Although  much time had been spent over the Town 

Hall development it had worked out well in the end. 

 

Christina Smyth asked for comments on the situation with regard to the Shepherds Bush Market 

development.  Rosemary Pettit said there was currently another hearing for the shopkeepers at 

the Royal Courts of Justice and there was also to be an Inquiry about the Compulsory Purchase 

Order. (The Pre-Inquiry was on 25 July and the Public Local Inquiry began on 17 September and 

would last for several days.)   

 

A member asked what had become of the proposed development at 248 Hammersmith Grove.  

This was not known.  Richard said he had complained that the proposed building projected too 

far forward on the boundary line.  Unfortunately another development planned on the opposite 

side of  Goldhawk Road continued the same alignment. 

 

5. Membership Report 

a. Membership 

Judi Shaw said that when she took over in the summer of  2012  BRA had  387 members and 

over the year numbers had increased to 423 members.  Of these there were 26 whose details 

were incomplete or missing and she was currently trying to find out if they were still in the area.   

She and Angie White continued to liaise on rejected e-mails and follow up where possible by 

asking neighbours to check status or dropping notes. She asked members to notify her or Angie 

of any changes to their e-mail address. 

 

We were also actively encouraging people to join BRA and existing members either e-mailed her 

potential members’ addresses or circulated membership forms. We still had about 30 forms 

unreturned so, if anyone had discussed membership with a neighbour, she asked them to give 

them a gentle reminder. 

 

b. Delivery of E-Newsletter 

We had received very good feedback from everyone on Angie’s e-newsletter and had initiated a 

‘buddy’ scheme to deliver it to members who were not online as it was very important that all 

our members should feel included.  She thanked all who had volunteered to help a neighbour. 

Currently 17 members were buddies. (List herewith though not read out at the meeting.)  

 

1. Sarah (Sally) Fletcher –Bradmore Park Road – Pam and Peter Rosier 

2. John Hines – Redmore Road – Ian Cranna 

3. Catherine Loraine – Cardross Street – Paul Fox 

4. Susan Lowdon – Agate Road – Jane Garvey 

5. Melina Maggott – Hammersmith Grove – Judi Shaw 
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6. Sheilah Mustill – Marco Road – Julia Davidson 

7. Rona Passmore – Richford Street – Diana Ward 

8. Eileen Ritchins – Aldensley Road – Vivien Morgan 

9. Barry Sutton – Carthew Road – Helena Brown 

10. Sara Taylor – Hammersmith Grove – Valerie Friend 

11. Jillie Virgin – Banim Street – Patricia Pentycross 

12. Pat Ward – Perrers Road – Lesley Spires 

13. Sonia Wright-Morris – Dorville Crescent – Jane Whitworth 

14. Marguerite Green – Perrers Road – Alice McMillan 

15. Toni Raybold – Agate Road – Stuart Blake 

16. Marie Kenny – Richford Street – Andrew Curry 

17. Marion McGilligan – Richford Street – Valerie Minogue 

 

c. Suppliers’ List 

She was redrafting the suppliers’ list to keep it truly local  and restrict it to BRA members/local 

businesses.  However, if a member was looking for a service that did not appear on the list, they 

could ask Angie to include a paragraph in the next newsletter so that a resident who had recently 

received successful service could offer that person or company’s name. 

 

6. Community Safety Report 

Peter Rosier reported that the new policing model, resulting from cuts of more than £500m by 

2015 to the Metropolitan Police budget, came into force on 24 June with a greater emphasis on 

local and community policing.  

 

The Brackenbury area was  covered by two Safer Neighbourhood teams from Hammersmith and 

Fulham Police under Commander Lucy D’Orsi.  The Broadway team was headed by Sgt Dennis 

Symeou and Ravenscourt by Sgt Colin Trowles. 

 

Lucy D’Orsi believed that the new model would allow for greater flexibility and more effective 

policing despite the cuts.  Whilst this scheme was in its infancy there was a state of flux and he 

and Pamela would monitor the effect of the changes over the coming year. 

 

The Broadway team (the larger because it covered King Street) now had two sergeants, 10 

constables and one police support officer (PCSO).  Within it, there was a dedicated ward officer, 

PC Ky Bukhari, who would attend this meeting but would be late as she had been making an 

arrest. 

 

The Ravenscourt team was much smaller and led by Sgt Colin Trowles and consisted of 

Constable Rob Illsley and PCSO Jonathan Wise. 

 

The duties of the SNTs had been expanded to take in more crime work including CCTV viewing.  

This might mean a lower visible police presence on the streets.  Ky would be working closely 

with the community and providing regular news of policing in Broadway Ward.  

 

The Broadway team was now based at Hammersmith Police Station.  Ravenscourt SNT was 

based at Shepherds Bush Police Station, which no longer had public access.  The emergency 

numbers remained 999 and 101 for less urgent issues if the local teams could not be reached.  

Details of surgeries could be found on their website. 

 

Crime figures for Broadway were encouraging with personal robbery down 43% on last June, 
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theft from motor vehicles down 40%, cycle theft down 26%, burglary down 56% and total 

notifiable offences down 21%. 

 

Ravenscourt (stretching from Bradmore Park Road down to the river) also showed a drop in theft 

from motor vehicles down 31% on the previous June, cycle theft down 38% and total notifiable 

offences down 29%.  However personal robbery was up 13% although this was accounted for by 

one extra offence; burglary was up 5% but again this was because of one extra offence.   

 

Peter explained that he and Pamela had become involved with neighbourhood watch over two 

years ago when they had four attempted burglaries on their house in one month.  They organised 

a NW in their street, fitted much better locks, installed a security light and shutters and put 

window boxes in front of the area where the attacks took place.  They urged members to 

consider what more could be done to protect their property and, if their street was not covered by 

a NW, he and Pamela would be happy to advise.  They had discovered that self help and looking 

out for each other was the best line of defence. 

 

PC Ky Bukhari told everyone about a current scam, targeting people of a certain age – identified 

by their old fashioned name.  They would be telephoned, ostensibly by a police officer or their 

bank, and told that their card was being used fraudulently and would be collected.  Once 

collected, the victim’s account was emptied.  Ky advised anyone who received such a phone call 

to ignore it and not open the door to anyone.  They should call the police but from a different 

phone line as the culprits looped lines.  The police would then advise the victim as to what they 

should do. 

 

7. Streetscape Report 

David Broad explained that, when he took over responsibility for Streetscape, he had been told 

that his immediate predecessor had resigned because of the imbalance between the effort he had 

put in and what he had received in return. Ian Cranna (see below) had had the same experience. 

 

As a stranger to Councils, David had planned to be fairly circumspect and not blast his trumpet 

around the Town Hall, deciding that the trick was to find the appropriate person/department from 

whom one could get what one wanted.  

 

In March/April, Judi Shaw and he had spent a couple of hours with Clayton Wong of the 

Highways Department walking round Brackenbury looking at street signage and clutter.  

Nothing significant had resulted from this and it illustrated the fact that one should not allow 

oneself to be led up the garden path.  However, there had been examples of encouraging liaison 

with the Council.  

 

Not wanting to confront their neighbours, some residents had approached BRA about  rubbish or 

old mattresses etc left near their homes.  David had now found some very good people in the 

Council who would remove such rubbish and he was prepared to offer this service to BRA 

members. 

 

Another example of exemplary and encouraging co-operation with the Council had been over the 

new Dalling Road garden.  Paul Bassi of the Parks Department had been particularly helpful.  

David had found liaison with the Council and contractors over this a very good learning 

experience and an example of how fruitful residents’ associations can be. He hoped people 

would enjoy the garden. To celebrate its completion he had organised a party the previous Friday 

to thank the contractors, Council and all those who had helped.  Unfortunately, Richard Jackson, 
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who designed the garden, was unable to attend the party.  

 

Councils managed our streets but we as residents used them and we must judge how effective the 

Council’s management was and how responsibly we used the streets.  We generated a huge 

amount of rubbish and there was no space to put it. The Council had systems in place and he 

thought they did a pretty good job but these systems were not always followed and some 

residents were pretty lax.  Businesses, individuals and neighbours needed watching. 

 

He had decided that, rather than blame the Council, over the coming year he would examine how 

businesses and individuals acted. 

 

Ian Cranna explained that he had lived in Redmore Road for about 30 years.  His campaign 

against litter had started a couple of years ago when, on returning from holiday, he had been 

particularly aware of all the bags of rubbish and litter on the streets.  As Toni Raybould’s 

campaign against graffiti had made such a difference he had thought he could do the same with 

rubbish.   

 

He started reported incidents of litter to the Council.  After two months, Rosemary Pettit and he 

arranged a meeting with the Street Scene Enforcement Team.  The Council came up with a 

programme over the Christmas period  which made a lot of difference but, by the summer, levels 

of litter had reverted to their previous level.  Since then nothing much had happened and he had 

submitted almost 2500 reports over the last two years. 

 

The only person who had taken an interest in his campaign was Councillor P J Murphy.  Around 

March there was to be a follow-up plan but nothing much happened.  He wrote to Greg Smith 

who said he would get back to him but, similarly, nothing happened. 

 

The problem seemed to be getting worse and he thought the Street Scene Enforcement Team 

were hugely over worked.  A transient population in certain streets did not help.  The Council set 

a very bad example on King Street:  all the bags of rubbish were put out early by businesses and 

were not removed till the morning.  He did not know what the answer was.    Perhaps a 

committee of determined people, an education plan.  He suggested putting permanent 

signs/notices in places of multiple occupancy. 

 

Questions, etc. 

Toni Raybould asked if it was possible to improve Lyric Square which was filthy.  David agreed 

it would make absolute sense to do something about it. 

 

Martin Thirlaway pointed out that there was a ban on estate agents boards in some streets but not 

in others.  Rosemary Pettit explained that application for a ban had to be made to the Council.  

The Hammersmith Grove conservation area, which had suffered from a proliferation of boards, 

was covered by a ban but the Bradmore conservation area was not.  

 

8. Events Report 

Christina Smyth reported that the past year had seen three contrasting and successful events 

organised by Joanna Thomas.   

 

BRA’s autumn event in a welcoming room at the Thatched House had been a talk by local author 

and BRA member, Alice Peterson, and her agent, Diana Beaumont, about how Alice became a 
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writer and the practicalities of writing commercially.  Points to take away were whether we 

could have had more say about the precise room layout and the cost of the pub-provided wine. 

 

For Christmas we held another carol singing event outside in the heart of the village.  This time 

we had partnered the Andover Arms and Brackenbury School and a selection of the Addison 

Singers sang very nicely for us.  The event went well overall and Father Christmas gave presents 

to all the children.  We would arrange for amplification equipment next time and consider what 

day of the week was best for children to attend. 

 

After Christmas we held our social event in Godolphin and Latymer School dining room, where 

the size of the hall was tailored to the size of the event by cordoning off part of the room.  Some 

50/60 people attended and catering was by Brackenburys.  Wearing name labels facilitated social 

mixing and the event seemed to be much appreciated by all who attended. 

 

This spring the Committee had considered social events generally and felt that we might need 

more, and with even more variety.       

 

For the coming year, as well as the usual Christmas Carols event, we were planning an evening 

event at the Lyric Theatre on Tuesday 17 September when representatives of the Lyric would  

talk on the current expansion and re-shaping of the theatre and its programme.  This would be 

followed by food and drink and a chance to socialise.  She asked members to make a note of this 

in their diaries. 

 

She and Joanna wanted to make sure they were putting on events that members welcomed and 

would also draw in other people to the Association.  More members would give BRA more 

clout. After the summer they would circulate a very simple survey to all members asking what 

sort of events they wanted.  Any members with ideas now could contact her or Joanna.  

 

Ian Cranna suggested a local history event. 

 

9.Tree Report 

Diana Ward reminded members that last year Claire Harris had reported an amazing 112 new 

trees planted in the Brackenbury area since 2007.  She had continued to say that fewer trees had 

been added to that score, primarily due to lack of funds, other areas in the borough requiring 

precedence or potential sites becoming more limited.  This continued to be the case, with 

replacement of casualties being the sum total this year. However, due to the generosity of 

Brackenburys who had given £160, topped up by BRA, another tree was to be planted in 

Aldensley Road  opposite Brackenbury Road, but at present the choice of tree had not been 

agreed.  

 

As members would have heard, trees were under exceptional strain due to attacks by caterpillars 

(oak processionary moth), ash die-back and plane tree viruses;  their care and suitability was 

therefore vital. 

 

The Council had carried out extensive tree pruning in the late autumn/winter in Richford Street, 

Astrop Terrace, Benbow, Agate, Beauclerc, Coulter, Hebron, Amor, Marco, Iffley and Carthew 

Roads. 

 

In October, the Project Officer for the borough sent Rosemary Pettit information regarding 

transport and streetscape improvements in the Goldhawk Road area which included a tree 
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planting programme as a continuation of the Holland Park Avenue line of plane trees.  This had 

started and she and Rosemary had suggested that some smaller specimens could be planted on 

one or two of the central reservations in Goldhawk Road.  However, the Council wanted to see 

how a trial planting by the borough in the central reservation at the top of Scrubs Lane with the 

Harrow Road worked out.  While about six trees had been planted there the site was now 

incomplete and looked abandoned and rather depressing, so perhaps it had not been such a good 

idea.   

 

There would possibly be an application for the Mayor of London’s Street Tree Initiative.  There 

was also the Community Grant scheme and the Pocket Parks initiative.   

 

The Kings Mall Car Park scheme would include small front gardens along part of Glenthorne 

Road and into Leamore Street with Norway maple, liquidamber and possibly plane trees in 

Glenthorne Road.  At the Town Hall site silver birch were to replace the cherries in Nigel 

Playfair Avenue once the building work had been completed.  Trees had already been planted 

around the NCP site at the bottom of Hammersmith Grove and the developers were aware that 

such greening was very important.  

 

Regretfully Diana announced that she was withdrawing from the Committee as work, family and 

other commitments gave her little time to do the work properly.  It was an amazing Committee 

which did so much for our community.  She would of course continue to be a BRA member and 

looked forward to attending as many events as she could. 

 

Questions etc. 

Rosemary Pettit did not think the developers would favour silver birch trees along Nigel Playfair 

Avenue. 

   

10. Treasurer’s Report and 2012/13 Accounts 
Alice McMillan presented the 2012/13 Report and Accounts showing income of £2,158 and 

expenditure of £2,036 compared with income of £2,386 and expenditure of £2,721 in 2011/12. 

The balance in the bank at 31 March 2013 was £4,552 compared with £4,430 at 31 March 2012.  

 

She pointed out that BRA had made one donation of £350 during the year to the Brackenbury 

School Library project with a request that the funds be used for the purchase of books.  We were 

always happy to consider requests for funding local projects. 

 

With regard to the two social events during the 12 months to end March we had made a loss 

overall of £236, largely due to the high cost of the wine for the Thatched House event.  However, 

the cost overrun had been anticipated and approved in advance.  We did not charge for 

attendance at the Christmas Carols event. 

 

The Accounts had been reviewed, examined and signed by Matthew Hough of  30 Cardross 

Street.  She thanked him for his continued support of the Association and for giving up an 

evening to go through all BRA’s books and records. 

 

The Accounts for 2012/13 were approved.  Proposed by Diana Ward.  Seconded by 

Christina Smyth. 

 

Questions, etc. 
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Paul Fox suggested we might reduce the charge for social events to increase membership and 

thought this would be a good use of money.  Alice said we normally tried to break even but 

would discuss this in Committee. 

 

11. Appointment of Independent Examiner 

Matthew Hough was re-appointed as Independent Examiner of the Accounts.  Proposed by 

Claire Harris and seconded by Sonia Wright-Morris.  

 

12. Election of Treasurer and Committee Members 

            Alice McMillan was re-elected as Treasurer.  Proposed by Toni Raybould and seconded by 

Caroline Trier. 

 

Stuart Blake reported that, since the last AGM, David Broad had been co-opted to the Committee 

with responsibility for Streetscape; Angie White had been co-opted with responsibility for 

Content and Communications but now wished to carry on with this work without being on the 

Committee;  and Christina Smyth had been co-opted to the Committee to share responsibility for 

Events with Joanna Thomas. 

 

The following were elected to the Committee for 2013/14, having been proposed and 

seconded on their nomination papers:  Stuart Blake, David Broad (Associate Member), 

Julia Davidson, Pamela Rosier, Peter Rosier, Judi Shaw, Christina Smyth, Joanna Thomas, 

Richard Winterton (Associate Member).   

 

13. Guest Speaker, Martin Harrison-Putnam 

Stuart Blake introduced Martin Harrison-Putnam who explained that, living at Wimbledon, he 

had always wondered about his line, the District, with its stations and houses.  His talk 

(illustrated by audio-visuals) would be about its origins and early development, its western 

expansion and the electrification and formation of the early Underground. 

 

The District line covered 40 miles, served 60 stations and carried 173 million passengers a year.  

It extended from east to west and was the only line to have two river crossings, one of which 

actually crossed over a station where the River Westbourne was carried over Sloane Square in an 

aqueduct.  And he was proud that it was a green line. For him the District Line was all about 

suburban expansion, arts and crafts, modernism and pleasure trips and forever associated with 

the Boat Race, exhibitions at Earls Court, tennis at Wimbledon, Richmond Park and Kew 

Gardens. 

 

The origins of the world’s first underground railway lay in the search for a solution to London’s 

traffic problem following a period of huge economic growth and population expansion. 

 

London had lacked an urban transport system and, with the backing of big money and people 

like Isambard Kingdom Brunel, the eventual scheme was the Metropolitan Railway with John 

Fowler as its chief engineer.   

 

The world’s first underground railway, the Metropolitan, was entirely financed and built as a 

private company. It linked the mainline stations of Paddington, Euston and Kings Cross and ran 

to Farringdon.  On 9 January 1863 the inaugural train pulled out of Paddington:  the first day was 

entirely for VIPs and there was a banquet at Farringdon station. 
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Five years later the Metropolitan railway was moving out west of Baker Street and south to 

Gloucester Road and South Kensington in what was to become the Circle Line.  By the 1870s  it 

was carrying about 40 million passengers a year. 

 

The dominant scheme for development of the underground railway was for an inner circle.  John 

Fowler supported the idea of a separate railway company, called the Metropolitan District 

Railway, with powers to complete the circle and it was planned that the two companies would 

merge when the circle was completed.  However, the merger never happened mainly due to 

rivalry between the two main players, Edward Watkin and James Forbes.  It took 20 years to 

complete the inner circle which opened in 1884.  The Metropolitan ran clockwise on the inner 

circle and the District anti-clockwise on the outer.  Tickets were stamped I or O. 

 

To build the Circle by 1866 over 2000 navvies were employed by the District Line alone, 

assisted by 200 horses and 58 steam cranes.  Temporary kilns at Earls Court baked 140 million 

bricks.  The first stretch of the District Line from South Kensington to Westminster opened on 

24 December 1868 and cost £3.6million using up all of the company’s capital but, even so, the 

new Metropolitan Board of Works pressed for the next phase from Westminster to Blackfriars.  

This was incorporated into the Thames Embankment with Embankment and Temple stations.  

 

It had been originally agreed that the District Line would only build stations and lines and not 

operate trains but by 1870 it ordered its own engines and carriages (painted a deep green) and by 

the 1900s it was a proper railway.  In the summer it was so hot for the drivers going through the 

tunnels that they could hardly breathe. 

 

Both Metropolitan and District underground companies developed overground suburban 

extensions to generate more traffic before completing the circle.  Right from the start, the District 

was broke and chased the middle class suburban commuters of West London to bring in revenue. 

 

In 1869 the District extended to West Brompton and by 1874 it had reached Hammersmith.  

West Kensington opened in 1878 and had a rural feel.  The porter would shout ‘Change here for 

the piggeries, ploughed fields and the rhubarb garden’. 

 

The next target was reach the ‘Queen of the Suburbs’ – Ealing.  The line from Turnham Green to 

Ealing opened in 1879 costing £294,000 (£15 million today) and services were now running 

from Richmond and Ealing to Mansion House. 

 

Fulham was also ripe for development and in 1880 a line opened down to Putney Bridge.  A 

viaduct raised the railway so that it could cross the Thames and steps led down to a pier so that 

passengers could catch pleasure steamers.  The branch finally reached Wimbledon in 1889 via 

the LSWR. 

 

By 1901 the District Line had been taken over by the American tycoon Charles Yerkes who 

provided for its electrification.  Passengers had to learn a new etiquette of sliding doors and 

strap-hangers. 

 

By 1905 it formed part of the Underground Group formed by Yerkes which controlled three deep 

tube railways and, amongst other things, started the corporate branding of the Underground. 

 

14. Thanks and a Glass of Wine   
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Stuart Blake thanked Martin Harrison-Putnam for his interesting and entertaining talk.  Martin 

advised members that they could get any further information from the museum’s website 

www.ltmuseum.co.uk and also encouraged them to visit the museum itself where they had 

restored a steam engine. 

 

The meeting ended with an invitation for everyone to stay for a glass of wine. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ltmuseum.co.uk/

