
GOLDHAWK INDUSTRIAL ESTATE –
THE FINAL CHAPTER? COMING TO A STREET NEAR YOU

VISIT TO POLICE STABLES

BRA GETS £21,250 TREE AWARD

HO HO HO IN BRACKENBURY AGAIN

ARE YOU READY?

 Despite Patrick Clarkson, QC, a top planning 
barrister, supporting letters from BRA’s Richard Winterton 
(architect) and two chartered surveyors, Patrick O'Brien and 
Martin Hayes, representations and protests from well over 
100 local residents and businesses, on 23rd September the 
Council approved the developer’s plans for this site. To say 
we are angry and more than a little disappointed would be 
an understatement especially as the QC nullified the 
Council’s case. But his opinion was discarded along with 
all other reasoned arguments.  

So, is there anything left we can do? 

 Yes. A letter of complaint of 
maladministration has been sent by BRA to our old 
friend Nigel Pallace, Director of Environment Services (and 
therefore of Planning) at the Council. We are making a 
complaint because the officers' report to the Planning 
Applications Committee (PAC) was unbalanced and littered 
with errors.
 A further follow-up will include a complaint to the 
Local Government Ombudsman, also on grounds of 
inaccuracy in the planning officer's report. If the 
Ombudsman gives an adverse decision against the Council 
he can make it pay money to those who have been hurt, 
e.g., to pay for the QC. What’s more, an adverse decision 
does penalise the Council by affecting its star rating, and it 
might wake the Council up to the need to reform its 
planning process.
 In consultation with residents local to the estate
Cllr Michael Cartwright requested a call-in of the 
development to the Government Office for London, chiefly 
on grounds of loss of commercial space.  Only 250 call-ins 
a year are successful in the UK, so it’s a long shot, but 
residents felt it was well worth doing.

 It seems there are very few corners of Brackenbury 
that are immune from developers at the moment.  Here are 
just a few plans that are either on the table or being 
approved by our Council, or being built.
 In our immediate area or close by there's a 
development coming up in Stowe Road. There's the ongoing 
Allied Carpets site (although Carpetright now has a short 
lease); a development proposed for a large site at 282 
Goldhawk Road (causing much concern to Ashchurch 
residents); a half-acre site in Glenthorne Road where the old 
Phillips building is. Then at some point the Notting Hill 
Housing Group is proposing a development on its building 
in Hammersmith Grove.  We also hear that the old garage 
at the top end of Hammersmith Grove is in the pipeline for 
development. The builder's site in Trussley Rd is having the 
Hammersmith Control Centre built on it for TfL. There are flats 
for a much smaller site in Carthew Rd being proposed by a 
developer, and a hotel in King St near Cambridge Grove. 
 Of course, many of these plans are not yet 
proceeding due to lack of funds, but once the economy starts 
to improve, we expect the builders to move in. Remember, 
it’s not residents that this Administration is putting first.

 Ever wondered where the police horses we see 
clip-clopping  around Brackenbury live when they're at 
home? In July an expectant group of  residents, parents 
and children gathered at the Shepherds Bush police station  
to find out. Armed with bags of apples and carrots the BRA 
expedition headed  towards the stables at the back where 
Churchill, Kenton and companions  were waiting for us. 
The police constables who met us were only too  pleased 
to tell us about their charges - their work (football matches 
a  speciality) and how they are trained and fed. Then we 
trooped to the tack room  to look at the saddlery and other 
equipment, and smaller members of the party  tried on 
helmets and sat on saddles. With our visit nearly over we  
trotted past the loose boxes while horsy heads snaffled up 
our  apples and carrots. Thank you to both human and 
equine hosts - we much enjoyed our visit and hope to see 
you again.  Report by Rosemary Pettit

 On behalf of Brackenbury residents, this summer 
we applied to the Mayor of London’s tree scheme for 
£21,250 to plant trees.  And hurrah, hurrah - we got it!  

 It means we will have 85 new trees for those 
streets in the southern end of Brackenbury that fall within 
the Mayor’s designated area - and Glenthorne Road may 
get its plane trees.  As with all street tree planting we will 
work with the Council on tree sites, types of tree and the 
rather fiendish bureaucracy.  The funds are subject to the 
right trees going in the right places. The new planting is 
planned for the first few months of next year, focusing on 
Glenthorne Road, Banim Street, Cambridge Grove and 
Hammersmith Grove (and, if we can squeeze them in , 
one or two nearby streets as well). As a result of our 
grant, we will not now be asking BRA members to 
sponsor trees for the 2010 planting round.
 In the meantime Claire Harris, our tree officer, 
reports that BRA members have watered 26 trees this 
year which has ‘earned’ us six and a half new trees next 
year from the Council;  unless we receive sponsorship 
BRA may well fund the other half tree.  We expect 2009 
to be the last year we have the opportunity to earn trees 
through watering, as the Council’s new contractor is 
watering all new trees within their contract price. 

 After last year’s successful Christmas Carol Event, 
we are doing it again.  On 11th December, in the centre 
of Brackenbury village, Christmas carols will be sung by 
Brackenbury School Choir, starting at 4.00pm with Father 
Christmas with a sack full of pressies arriving around 
4.45pm. The girls of Godolphin and Latymer School will 
join us around 5.15pm, and there will be plenty of carol 

singing for everyone. We expect to finish at 6.30pm.
We will have a local police horse in attendance (sorry, 
couldn’t get any reindeer this year – they’re all otherwise 
engaged!).
 Like last year, Buchanans will supply delicious 
mince pies and mulled wine. And Gina of Gina’s Cakes 
will be making a special Christmas cake.
 Shoots & Leaves will provide the tree and 
everyone is welcome to come along and help decorate it. 
Note for diary: Annual party on Tuesday, 23 
February at Godolphin and Latymer School.

 A new information booklet from H&F entitled ‘Are 
you Ready? – A Guide to Preparing your Household for 
Emergencies’ will shortly be heading our way. 
 Behind this initiative is a recent national survey 
asking if residents knew about local civil protection 
arrangements. It showed only 10.2% of people in H&F 
knew of any arrangements for how to respond in an 
emergency. This was the lowest rating of all the 33 London 
boroughs. 
 The Cabinet Office is currently working on 
national guidance but H&F Council wants to make a head 
start within the borough.  The aim of the initiative is to 
promote community resilience and make residents more 
aware of the potential risks they face and how to work 
together with the emergency services and local authority to 
respond to them.
 However, it is felt that the booklet alone would not 
be enough and H&F intends to commence local workshops 
on it by community groups. But they first want to introduce 
the draft booklet to relevant community groups and BRA is 
being invited for our comments. When the final booklet is 
agreed, Lesley Spires, Neighbood Watch Co-ordinator has 
agreed to run workshops on it in Brackenbury. 

Carol singersMounted Police

Goldhawk Industrial Estate
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BRACKENBURY UNVEILED   

THE BRACKENBURY SOLUTION

TRY A SIP OF SIPSMITHS

CHANGES AT BRA

BRA COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

KEEP IN TOUCH BY EMAIL

 If your tipple is gin we have good news for you. 
The copper-pot distillery, Sipsmith, has become the first to 
be established in the capital for 189 years.
 "We always dreamt of creating a truly artisanal 
family of spirits of uncompromising quality, and in late 
spring 2009, our handmade copper-pot still, “Prudence” 
gently delivered our first batches of gin and vodka," said 
Sipsmith founders Sam Galsworthy and Fairfax Hall. 
 The distillery in Nasmyth Street was once home to 
the esteemed whisky expert Michael Jackson, and, before 
that, it was a micro-brewery for a local pub.  Distilling the 
gin involves carefully balancing a whole host of aromatic 
botanicals to create a drink that is dry, spicy, and full of 
character.  It’s on sale at Majestic now, just in time for the 
festive season.

 Retiring from our committee are Murray Thomas 
and Dante Barbareschi. We’d like to thank them for their 
very helpful contribution and are truly grateful for their 
continuing interest and support.  Replacing Murray is 
William Fogarty, solicitor, who has been co-opted to the 
committee as legal advisor.
 We’re still seeking a BRA events organiser, so if 
you can offer your services and wish to talk about it more 
please contact Rosemary Pettit. 

 Three out of four members receive a weekly BRA 
email of events, news, local services, etc, in and around 
the Brackenbury area. Send an email to 
rosemary@rosemarypettit.plus.com to join the list (which 
you can cancel at any time). Note: we never let third 
parties have your email address without express 
permission. 
 Changing your address or contact details? If you 
are moving house, or changing phone number or email 
address please let us know so we can keep our records 
up to date and serve you better.

Chair: Chris Allen: 
christophermauriceallen@yahoo.co.uk 
020 8741 2583 
Secretary: Julia Davidson: 
julia@davidson515.freeserve.co.uk 
020 8748 8451 
Treasurer: Alice McMillan: 
alicekmcmillan@hotmail.com 
020 8741 1872 
Membership Secretary: Rosemary Pettit 
rosemary@rosemarypettit.plus.com 
020 8846 9707 
Newsletter Editor: Stuart Blake 
stublake@lineone.net 
020 8741 9403 
Social: Diana Mather 
dianamather2@gmail.com 
Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator: 
Lesley Spires 
lesleyspires@yahoo. com 
020 8741 8126 
Tree officer: Claire Harris 
clairerharris@hotmail.com 
020 8748 4084 
Graffiti & NW representative: 
Toni Raybould 
agatetoni@yahoo.co.uk 
020 8741 5279 
Planning: Richard Winterton 
r.winterton@btinternet.com 
Legal & Constitutional: William Fogarty 
william.fogarty@btinternet.com

 She has spent the last 8 years casting 
an academic eye over our community.
The purpose of her study was to explore the 
basis and activities of residents’ organisations 
in cities.  She has spent her summers in our 
area since 2003 and, after studying the 
Grove Neighbourhood Centre, she then chose 
BRA as a case study. The results of her 
investigations make fascinating reading, and 
in particular how BRA has successfully 
combatted the “broken windows” syndrome.
    This holds that if a window in a 
building is broken and left unrepaired, all the 
remaining windows will soon be broken. One 
unrepaired broken window is a signal that no 
one cares, and so breaking more windows 
costs nothing, and in any case kids love doing 
it for fun.
 Eventually, they may even break into 
the building, and if it's unoccupied, perhaps 
become squatters. The same happens with 
pavements. Some litter accumulates. Soon, 
more litter accumulates. Eventually, people 
start leaving bags of rubbish all over the place. 
Graffiti is the same. One tag leads to another 
and before we know it, walls are covered.
 As a result, people start to think that 
crime, especially violent crime, is on the rise, 
and a stable neighbourhood of families, who 
care for their homes and community, can 
change in a few years or even a few months 
to an inhospitable place. 

 As we have discovered, the best way 
of preventing vandalism is to fix the problems 
when they are small. Repair the broken 
windows within a short time, say, a day or a 
week, and the tendency is that vandals are 
much less likely to break more windows or do 

further damage. Clean up the pavements and 
the graffiti every day, and the tendency is for 
litter not to accumulate and graffiti not to 
spread. 
 BRA’s Toni Raybould and her 
graffiti-removing team are a brilliant example 
of how this can work.  Often within 24 hours 
of graffiti being spotted, they’re out removing 
the offending tag.  As a result of their prompt 
action, the eyesore of tagging has almost 
disappeared from our streets.  Similarly, 
through the various Neighbourhood Watch 
schemes set up in our area, residents have 
been able to monitor and report incidents to 
the police as soon as they occur.  Again, 
vandalism in the area has been reduced.
 Additionally, our “Tree Project” 
continues to go from strength to strength (see 
over) and every tree planted is a symbol of
residents’ commitment to the preservation and 
greening of Brackenbury. 
 Incidentally, Prof. Nishikawa is BRA’s 
furthest- flung associate member, and in 
Osaka keeps up to date with local 
Brackenbury news through our weekly email.
 To see a full copy of Prof. Nishikawa’s 
fascinating insight into BRA and the 
community, email 
rosemary@rosemarypettit.plus.com

How well do you know Brackenbury? 
Perhaps not as well as you think 
unless you have read Prof. Mugiko 
Nishikawa’s report on us.

BRA members enjoying Sipsmith visit! 

Prof Nishikawa 

“Broken windows theory”


