
 

 

4th February 2014 
 
 
LITTER AND RUBBISH:   MEMORANDUM TO H&F COUNCIL 
 
Following the useful discussions with council officers after the initial walk-
about with councilor Greg Smith on 28th November, the Association offers 
the following suggestions - to help improve rubbish and litter collection in 
the Brackenbury area: 
 
Commercial Rubbish bags on King Street and Hammersmith Grove 
Our concern is that many of these bags remain on the pavement from 
5pm in the evening until later, often much later, the next day.  
 We would like the council to invite ourselves, Hammersmith Bid, First 
Mile , SERCO  and other commercial waste companies operating in the 
Borough to a meeting -  tasked  to encourage shopkeepers to have 
contracts which provide for their rubbish bags to be collected as  soon 
after 5pm  as is practicable . 
 
Household Rubbish 
Our concern is that many households do not understand ' the rules '.  A 
priority therefore is to educate and inform. We welcome the council's 
campaigns, including ' H and F Report It '. These campaigns do have to 
operate against a high churn of residents; moreover, many tenants do not 
pay the Community Charge and consequently do not receive the council's 
information pack.   
 
We propose that BRA should compile and arrange distribution of a 
leaflet setting out what is expected of a civic-minded resident.   We 
would ask the council to vet the leaflet. Local estate agents can have a key 
part in informing and educating. We will invite them to help distribute the 
leaflet and to hand it out to their customers.  
 
Bulk Collection Service 
We appreciate the council's reservations on re-instating both the free' 
bulky-items' collection service and the free skips. We will do our best to 
publicise the council’s ‘£25 a go ‘collection service and the use of services 
such as 'London re-use’, ' Freecycle' and others on the web.  
 
We will also  provide the council with  details of the monthly 'help-



 

 

yourself' practice in operating in  Brussels, Amsterdam and other 
Continental cities -whereby residents leave re-usable items on the 
pavement one night a month and the council clears uncollected items 
the following morning. 
 
Litter-bins 
We will provide a list of rubbish bins in our area which, in our view, do 
more harm (in terms of attracting excess and unsuitable rubbish) than 
good; we are also examining innovative forms of rubbish bin and will 
include these with our list. 
 
Recycling Practice 
We are concerned that the council's recycling requirements for household 
rubbish are unduly complicated, reflecting  the tolerances of the recycling 
machinery in use - as opposed to a recycling logic readily understandable 
to a layman ( e.g. discarded  food and food  containers ; glass; paper; 
plastic) .  We appreciate that as a Residents' Association we need to 
understand better the technical limits under which the council must 
operate. 
 
 We would therefore welcome an invitation for our members to observe 
in the company of council officers the Wandsworth Materials 
Reclamation Facility in full flow. 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 


