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Dear  Ms Wood 
 
Redevelopment of 258-264 Goldhawk Road W12 
Pre-application consultation 
 
I write on behalf of Brackenbury Residents Association regarding the design proposals for the 
former Allied Carpets site at 258-264 Goldhawk Road W12.  A number of members attended 
the exhibition on 28 and 29 June, and I would note the following observations: 
 
Design status: the opportunity to participate in the development of the design proposals is 
most welcome. Our comments refer to the current stage where a design format is defined, but 
the information presented is at concept stage, with no dimensional information and, in 
particular, little illustration of the compatibility of the building to the context of the streetscape 
of Goldhawk Road. 
 
Concept proposals:  the board entitled ‘Design Evolution Scheme B’ includes a diagram 
illustrating the relationship of the proposed buildings to the open space, suggesting that the 
traffic roundabout, and the radius enclosure at the back of Starch Green, together set the 
critical geometry of the space. This begins to describe the geometry of a circus junction – as, 
for example, Cambridge Circus and Oxford Circus W1 - indeed the buildings on Oxford Circus 
include concave facades, as the current proposals for the Goldhawk Road facade.  
 
We would suggest that this spatial concept deserves further thought; the geometry should be 
derived not from a circus, but from the simple corner intersection of Askew Road and 
Goldhawk Road. This junction has been greatly enriched by the landscape of Starch Green 
replacing buildings on the west side of Askew Road. On the east side of Askew Road the 
existing retail shed is alien to the street geometry, and there is now an opportunity to restore 
something of the corner junction geometry, which respects the continuity of Goldhawk Road – 
a continuity which remains intact on the south side of the junction. This might include the 
introduction of some green landscaping on the corner, reflecting the Starch Green 
landscaping on the opposite side.   
 
Building proposals: we are concerned that the Goldhawk Road building is too big, and 
presents a monolithic bulk which is alien to the local streetscape. The proposed building 
includes a set-back penthouse floor which will silhouette the mass of the building, and will be 
prominent in the long views of the site offered from Goldhawk Road and Greenside Road. 
The top of the penthouse appears to be around 14-15 metres high, 2-3 metres higher than the 
former Seven Stars pub, the highest building at this junction. We would look for a reduction in 
height, and reduction in bulk, perhaps introducing breaks in the building mass which are 
evident both on the frontage and in the roofline.  This would also provide an opportunity to 
create some architectural incident to enrich and relieve the overall built mass.  
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This site presents an interesting urban challenge and we would encourage the team to 
persevere in the design development. The scheme has improved greatly since the initial 
proposals; the current scheme includes many qualities – for example the treatment of the 
corner balconies, which begins to address the concerns we raise above.  
We look forward to seeing the next stage of the proposals. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
Richard Winterton 
Brackenbury Residents Association 


